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concerts. It appears strange that no pianoforte 
performance was given during the Festival. One 
Concerto and two or three of the less important 
works of the good composers would have been very 
acceptable to the majority of the audience ; and 
would, we think, have been felt as a great relief 
amongst so much vocal music. A selection from 
Mozart was included in the programme of the first 
concert, iu which Mr. Sims Reeves, strangely 
enough, sang the utterly unsuitable song, " Deh ! 
per questo " ; and Miss Julia Elton selected — or 
somebody selected for her — an air, with variations, 
from the well-known Sonata in A, adapted by 
J. B. Wekerlin, whose name should be immortalised 
amongst the dis-arrangers of classical music. 
Handel's Acts and Galatea occupied the first part of 
the concert on the second evening ; the principal 
vocalists being Madlle. Tietjens, Mr. Santley, and 
Mr. Montem Smith, who, in consequence of the 
absence of Mr. Sims Reeves, sang not only most 
of the music of the part of Damon, which was set 
down for him, but a portion of that of Acis also. The 
work was generally well performed, although Madlle. 
Tietjens seemed considerably at fault in some of the 
Recitatives. Mr. Santley gave " O ruddier than the 
cherry" so finely as to receive an irresistible encore ; 
and the audience was with difficulty restrained from 
demanding it a third time. We have no means of 
knowing whether the manuscript additional or 
chestral accompaniments to this Serenata are really 
Mozart's; but certainly in many portions of the 
work we infinitely prefer the instrumentation as 
Handel wrote it; and especially so where the 
characteristic oboe parts are given to the clarionets. 
We are advocates for adding, to enrich, a score ; but 
cannot bring ourselves to believe that the original 
intention of a composer should be altered, even when 
such alteration has been effected by so profound a 
genius as Mozart. Mr. Sims Reeves was only 
present at the first evening concert. As we have 
already said, the serious inconvenience occasioned by 
his absence has been on every occasion as much 
as possible remedied by the readiness of Mr. 
Montem Smith, who has raised himself ma- 
terially in public estimation by the able manner in 
which he has fulfilled the onerous duties imposed 
upon him during this Festival. Mr. Santley, too, at 
the third concert came to the rescue, and sang an 
additional song, to compensate in some measure for 
the absence of Mr. Reeves. The very excellent 
singing of Miss Edith Wynne has been the theme of 
general admiration : both in sacred and secular music 
she has now thoroughly proved herself an earnest 
and reliable artist ; and we have little doubt that, as 
she still further improves, she will eventually occupy 
a high and honourable position in the profession. 
Mr. Weiss sang all the secular music suitable to his 
voice, which is somewhat ponderous, generally well ; 
and if he would not launch forth in such common- 
place effusions as his own song " King Canute," we 
should have no fault to find with him. Madame 
Patey-Whytock and Miss Julia Elton were of the 
utmost service at the evening concerts ; the applause 
and encores awarded to them proving how thoroughly 
they had established themselves in the good opinion 
of the Hereford audience. The pianoforte accom- 
paniment to such of the vocal music as required it 
was entrusted to Dr. Wesley, who performed his task 
with the delicacy and feeling of a true artist. A 
Chamber Concert at the College Hall, and a Ball at 
the Shire Hall on Friday evening concluded the 



Festival week ; which, partly on account of the 
magnificent weather, has been an unusually brilliant 
one. We are unable accurately to record the returns 
of the money collected at the Cathedral doors ; but 
we believe that the amount will exceed £1,250. 

In closing our comments upon the one hundred 
and forty-fourth meeting of the Three Choirs, we 
cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of bearing testi- 
mony to the excellent manner in which all the 
arrangements of the Festival have been carried out. 
It is easy to criticise results— to praise success, and 
to censure failure in any of the various departments 
of so vast an undertaking — but when we consider the 
enormous amount of time and energy necessary to 
produce these results, it is but bare justice to call 
attention to the subject. The labours of Mr. Towns- 
hend Smith as conductor would be in themselves 
amply sufficient, we should imagine, to absorb the 
whole of his time and attention ; but when we find 
that he is also the Honorary Secretary (and we can 
testify, from our own experience, how ably the 
duties of that office have been performed) it becomes 
a wonder to us that the many short-comings which 
it has been our occasional duty to notice at other 
Festivals, have seldom to be recorded at Hereford. 
The manner in which the innumerable artistic diffi- 
culties which must arise appear here amicably recon- 
ciled; the courtesy with which all having critical 
duties to perform are treated ; and the genial feeling 
which seems to animate all engaged in the under- 
taking, are signs of good management which cannot 
be mistaken. If, therefore, we leave Hereford not 
only with the utmost satisfaction at the success of 
the Festival, but with many very agreeable reminis- 
cences of the occasion, it is because our services have 
been so fully recognised, and our labours so thought- 
fully facilitated that our duty has been converted 
into a pleasure. 



In our notice of the "Festival of the Associated 

Choirs of Liverpool and neighbourhood," given in the " Brief 
Summary" of our last number, we have stated that the Te Deum 
and Jubilate were sung to " Wesley in F." We have received a 
letter saying that it should have been "Wesley's Chant Service 
in F." We willingly make this correction ; bnt can have no reply 
to the other points contained in the letter. All our readers must 
be aware that in our country news we cannot be responsible for 
opinions, inaccuracies, or omissions ; and if our correspondent had 
been in a position to furnish us with a more accurate report, we 
regret that he did not do so. We need scarcely say that the names 
of the compositions performed were copied from the notice for- 
warded to ua. 

At the Annual Public Concert of the students of 

the Royal Academy of Music, which took place at the Hanover- 
square Rooms on the 24th July, the prize medals and prizes were 
awarded as under : — 

Female Department.— Silver medal, Miss Eleanor Sheppard; 
bronze medals, Miss Louisa Vokins and Miss Linda Scates; books, 
Miss Catherine Cullenford and MissDowling. Honourable mention : 
Misses Emma de Chastelaine, Rebecca Je«vell, and Fanny Lanhain. 

Male Department. — Silver medal, Mr. Stephen Kemp; bronze 
medal, Mr. Malcolm Hey wood ; books, Mr. J. Jackson and Mr. 
Thomas Pettit. Honourable mention : Messrs. William Alwyn, 
William Shakespeare, William Townsend, William Cover, Claudies 
Couldry, and Edward Wm. Wood. 

The Birmingham Triennial Musical Festival 

occurs too late in the month for a notice in our present number. 
We may say, however, that it is likely to be in every respect fully 
equal to any of the former meetings. Besides several of the 
best standard works, a sacred Cantata, called The Woman of Samaria, 
by Professor W. S. Bennett, and a Cantata on the subject of Colo- 
ridge's Ancient Mariner, by Mr. J. F. Barnett (both composed 
expressly for the occasion), will be given. The principal vocalists 
are Madlle. Tietjens, Madame Lemmens-Sherrington, Madlle. 
Christine Nilsson Mesdames Sainton-Dolby and Patey-Whytock, 
Messrs. Sims Reeves, W. H. Cummings, Santley, and Weiss. Solo 
Pianoforte, Madame Arabella Goddard ; Solo Violin, M. Sainton ; 
Organist, Mr. Stimpson ; and Conductor, Mr. Costa. A detailed 
notice of the Festival will be given in our next number. 
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By an accident in the printing of our last number 

—discovered too late to prevent a few copies being sent out— a 
misplacement and repetition of a portion of the matter contained in 
pages 121 and 122 occurred. We beg to announce to our readers 
that any of these defective numbers forwarded to our office (with 
Ihe name and address of the sender) will be immediately ex- 
changed for perfect ones. 

Mrs. George Dowell gave a Vocal and Instru- 
mental Concert, at the Beaumont Institution, Mile End, on Monday 
evening, the 5th ult. The principal vocalists were Miss Robertine 
Henderson, Miss Lizzie Wilson, Miss Medora Collins, Miss Mary 
Ann Potter, Miss Lucy Franklein, and Mr. W. Harrison. Mr. 
Leonard Walker was announced, but was prevented from appearing 
by severe indisposition. Pianoforte and Harp, Mrs. George 
Dowell ; Concertina, Miss Medora Collins ; and Violin, Mr. Viotti 
Collins ; Conductor, Mr. Cockburn. The concert was attended by 
a numerous and fashionable audience, and was highly successful. 

We clip the following paragraph from the New- 
castle Daily Chronicle: — "It seems more than probable that the 
decision recently come to by the Chapter at Durham to increase the 
salaries of the choristers £25 per annum will take effect, and that 
the residents in the district must henceforth bid farewell to the 
musical treats they have long enjoyed in hearing the Cathedral 
singers at many of their concerts. The movement for the "increase," 
it appears, emanates from only one section of the choristers, who, 
it would seem, petitioned the Chapter for an addition to their 
salaries, in consideration whereof, they stipulated to forego all 
professional engagements. Of course it was not very hard to make 
such a promise on the part of those whose professional engagements 
are few and far between, but with a number of the members of the 
choir, it is quite a different matter, and an "increase" on such 
terms, instead of adding to their incomes will be attended with a 
serious reduction. The custom of allowing the choristers to take 
professional engagements is in vogue at nearly every cathedral in 
the kingdom, and the movement of the Chapter of Durham, if not 
unprecedented, is, at least, extraordinary. The Chapter, in "doing 
the generous ' to their choristers, might at least have given them 
the option of declining the proffered increase to their salaries ac- 
companied by such conditions. The loss to the district will be 
serious, if this new law of the Chapter is allowed to be enforced. 
All who attended the People's Concerts in Sunderland, will remem- 
ber the musical treats afforded by very superior artistes, at 
prices within reach of the poorest, and which were only attain- 
able by engaging the services of the Durham Cathedral gentlemen 
who sang at them. Many of the performances of oratorios in nearly 
every town in the north have had. their origin in the fact that com- 
petent singers could be procured near home, instead of having to 
be brought specially from London. Let us hope that the decision 
of the Chapter may be again considered before passing into force, 
and that the public may not be deprived of musical services, the 
loss of which would indeed prove a serious drawback to our winter 
evenings' amusements." 

It is with regret that we have to record the decease 

of Mr. Henry Buckland, Vicar-Choral, and Master of the Choristers 
at St. Paul's Cathedral, which occurred on the 13th ult., after only 
a very short illness. As conductor of the special evening services. 
and the Festival of the Charity Children, he was well known, and 
his loss will be sincerely felt, as well in private as in public life. 
He was only 41 years of age; and leaves a wife and three children. 

Herr Waldemar Malme'ne has given a series of 

Pianoforte performances in the Paris Exhibition on the prize instru- 
ments exhibited by Messrs. Steinway & Son. of New York (1st gold 
medal), and Messrs. Kirkman, of London (silver medal). The 
programmes have generally been of a varied and interesting cha- 
racter. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

*** Notices of concerts and other information supplied by our friends in 
the country, must be forwarded as early as possible after the occur- 
rence ; otherwise they cannot be inserted. Our correspondents must 
specifically denote the date of each concert, for without such date 
no notice can be taken of the performance. 

We beg to remind our correspondents that aU notices of country concerts, 
whether written or extracted from newspapers, must be accompanied 
by the name and address of the person who sends them. 

Our correspondents will greatly oblige by writing all names as clearly 
"~,aswe cannot be responsible for any mistake which may 



We cannot undertake to return offered contributions ; the authors., there- 
fore, will do well to retain copies. 

Notice is sent to all Subscribers whose payment (in advance) is exhausted. 
Ttie paper will be discontinued where the Subscription is not renewed. 
We again remind those who are disappointed in obtaining back 
numbers, that although the music pages are always stereotyped, 
only a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed to supply 
ihe current sale, 

Catherine.— Place yourself under a good master, and he will be able to 
answer your other questions. 



K. W. P. A. — We cannot recommend the instruments of any especial 
maker to our correspondent. 

G. S. J. — The consent of the person holding the copyright of the words 
must be obtained before they can be set to music and published. 

Societas. — We scarcely think the Anthem of sufficient importance to 
warrant us in advising its publication. 

We have received the new edition of the Choir Chant Book, and 
Twenty-tvo Original Hymn Tunes, by Two Oxford Graduates; 
but our readers must be aware that we do not review published 
music. 

Vox. — Our correspondent must search the lists of vocal music at the 
various London publishers. It does not come within the province 
of a musical journal to rtply to such trivial questions. 



Urtcf Suinmarg of Country firins* 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions expressed in this 
Summary ; as all the notices are either collated from the local papers or 
supplied to us by occasional correspondents. 

Bangor, North Wales. — Two Services were 

held at St. James's Church, Upper Bangor, on Thursday, the 
8th ult., on the occasion of the opening of the new organ, built by 
Jardine, of Manchester. The services were choral throughout. 
After each service a performance of sacred music was given by 
the Organist, Mr. Landergan, the programme of which com- 
prised selections from the works of J. S. Bach, Handel, Haydn, 
Cherubini, Spohr, Mendelssohn, &c. The Bishop, a large number 
of his clergy, and the principal residents in Bangor were present; 
and all expressed themselves much pleased with the day's 
proceedings. 

Bideford, North Devon. — The Annual Festival 

of the North Devon Choral Union took place at St. Mary's Church, 
in this town, on Wednesday, the 31st July, and was highly 
successful. There were 29 choirs present from the adjacent towns 
and villages, numbering in all about 400 voices. At half-past 11 the 
clergy (surpliced), to the number of 39, marched in procession from 
the Town Hall to the Church, and thence up the centre aisle to 
seats arranged for them in the Communion. The Rector, the Rev. 
F. L. Bazeley; Rev. C. W. Sillifant, Rev. R. H. Pidcock, and the 
Ven. Archdeacon of Barnstaple, amongst others, took part in the 
service. The Preces and Suffrages used were TalUs's, and were 
very effective. The Canticles and Psalms were all sung to Anglican 
single chants ; the Venite to Battishill in G ; the Psalms to Turle 
and Walmisley in G ; the Te Deum to the Grand Chant in C and 
Russell in F; and the Benedictus to a chant by the late Bishop of 
Ely. The Anthem was Mendelssohn's u How lovely are the mes- 
sengers," which was given with excellent effect, The Litany was 
very clearly intoned by the Rev. C. W. Sillifant, and was sung 
throughout most carefully. The Hymn before the Sermon was 
from the Chorale Book for England, commencing -'Open now thy 
gates of beauty ;" and that after the Sermon, "■ Disposer Supreme," 
from Hymns Ancient and Modern. At the Evening Service the 
Psalms were chanted to Macfarren and Nares in A; the Magnificat 
to an anonymous chant in Ffrom Ouseley and Monk's Psalter ; and the 
Nunc Dimittisto Chartres in F. After the third Collect the Hymn, 
"Nearer my God to thee," from Hymns Ancient and Modern, was 
sung with much feeling and expression ; and the concluding hymn 
was from the same collection, " Our blest Redeemer, ere he 
breathed." Collections were made in aid of the association, which 
were liberally responded to. Great praise is due to the Precentor, 
Mr. Cruft and his assistants ; and also to Mr. T. Backhouse, the 
talented Organist of the Parish Church, who performed during the 
Festival with much skill and effect; and played, as a concluding 
voluntary, the " Hallelujah Chorus," from the Messiah. The 
Festival was quite an event in this town, and will long be remem- 
bered with pleasure. 

Newtown. — The Church of St. Mary was this year 

selected by the Committee of the Welshpool and Newtown Choral 
Association for the Annual Festival of the Church Choirs of this 
District, which took place on Wednesday, the 7th ult. The 
weather was extremely favourable ; and the proceedings of the day 
ware carried out to the satisfaction of all present. Upwards of 400 
singers, belonging to 23 choirs, took part in the services, which were 
ably conducted by Messrs. R. Benbow and R. A. Powell. As the 
clergymen, habited in their surplices, entered the Church in pro- 
cession, the singers, half of whom occupied the north gallery and 
the other half the south gallery, chanted the 84th Psalm, alternately. 
The service (Tallis's) was intoned by the Rev. J. Edwards, the 
Rector of the Parish ; and the choirs sang the music allotted to 
them with a correctness that did them infinite credit. The Canticles 
and Psalms were chanted according to the pointing of Ouseiey's 
Psalter, as follows : — Venite, Tallis, inF; Psalms, Dr. Blow, in G 
and E ; Te Deum, Crotch, in A, and Tallis, in F (Unison) ; Jubilate, 
Woodward, in C. At the end of the third Collect, the Anthem by 
Goss, the words of which are taken from the 135th Psalm, was 
sung with remarkable precision ; and the chorus, in which the 
choirs showed their greatest strength, was well sustained through- 
out. Merbeck's Nicene Creed, arranged by Barnby, was sung in 
unison by the whole of the choirs, led by a member of the Welsh- 
pool Choir, and before the sermon, the 100th Psalm was given to 
the Old Hundredth tune, as arranged in Hymns Ancient and Modern. 



